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is avoided^ even the most direct didactic intention
may cease to be mischievous. Bichardson'H novels,
for example, were gigantic tracts, written deliberately
and intentionally to enforce certain moral doctrines.
That did not prevent Qlarwsa Marlowe from being one
of the great novels of the world, nor was the Nouvella
H&o'ise of his disciple, "Rousseau, less important on
account of its didactic purpose. It does not matter
so much why a writer should bo profoundly interested
in his work, nor to what use he may intend to apply
it, as that, somehow or other, his interest should bo
aroused, and the world which ho creates be a really
living world for Ms imagination. This suggests tho
difficulty about George Eliot's lator writiugH. Tho
spontaneity of the early novels is beyond all doubt.
She is really absorbed and fascinated by tho womorioH
tinged by the old affections. Wo fool thorn to bo
characteristic of a thoughtful mind, and HO far to
imply the mode of treatment winch wo call philoHo-
phical. Her theories, though they may luivo guidod
the execution, liavo not suggowUul tho UionioH. A
much more conscious intention wan unfortunately to
mark her later books, and tho dillumltioH ronultod of
which I shall have to speak.

The Lewoaos had lived at 8 Park Stroot, Richmond,
from 1855 till tho end of 18H8. Tltoy thoti moved to
Holly Lodge, where she formtul an inthnato friomlBhip
with tho CongrovoB. Mr, Oongrovo wan a loading
member of the PowitiviHt Socioty, which had much of
her sympathy in tho following yoaro. In 1800, aftor
the publication of tho Mill on tin* Flow, thoy moved
again to 10 Blandford Hquaro. Tluuinion with LOWOB
had involved a broach with many of hor early fnomln,